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Item 18/14 Funding Local Schemes 

Note from the Clerk 

 

Parish Councils are able if they wish, to get small traffic improvements done using third party  

funding.  This means the funding will NOT come from the County Council – and for 

Waterbeach we also know that we cannot use S106 developer contributions towards such 

schemes.  The details below have been lifted from the CCC website1 and provide details of 

different possibilities along with indicative costs.    

 
1. Preventing rat running:  

This is when vehicles cut through residential areas to reach their destination, rather than using main 

roads. Closing the road to through traffic, or turning the road into a one-way street are two very 

effective ways to prevent this issue. However, general traffic calming treatments to slow traffic can also 

be a good deterrent.  

Close road to through traffic - closing the road to through traffic usually refers to building a raised kerb 

area across the road, with an obstruction such as bollards, trees or flower beds. 

Effectiveness - Closing the road to through traffic with an obstruction will greatly reduce the number of 

vehicles using the road, and may increase safety. However, this depends on the length of the road as 

less traffic can encourage higher speeds and lower attention levels by drivers. The obstruction may also 

reduce vehicle speeds. 

Advantages Disadvantages 

Removes all vehicle through traffic 
 

Could cause delay to any emergency services 
 

Relatively cheap way to reduce traffic volume 
 

May cause longer journeys for local residents 
 

Could contribute to the character of the area, 
e.g. with trees or artwork – however, this would 
increase costs 
 

Traffic is displaced and problems due to ‘rat 
running’ through other residential streets can 
arise 
 

Can be designed to allow access for cyclists Can cause difficulty for people with mobility 
scooters 

 Can be a hazard for sight impaired pedestrians 
 

Cost  

Equipment £4,000 - £9,000 

Works £1,500 - £3,500 

Traffic Regulation Order £1,000 

Road Safety Audit £1,500 

Total £8,000 - £15,000 

                                                           
1 https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-
your-local-highway/#schemes 



2. Parking restrictions: 

Double yellow lines are the most common parking restriction used - they do not allow vehicles to wait 

at the side of the road at any time. However, loading or unloading from the vehicle is permitted, and 

setting down or picking passengers is also permitted.  

Single yellow lines have different rules. There will be an upright sign with information about when 

vehicles are not allowed to park - this could exclude certain times of the day or weekdays for example. 

Access protection markings - White lines could be used to highlight the existence of a private access. 

White lines or "H-bars" do not require a legal process, so they are significantly cheaper and quicker to 

install.  

Advantages Disadvantages 

Prevent vehicles blocking access to homes or 
business by parking in front of entrances 

Installing parking restrictions with yellow lines 
requires a long legal process including consulting 
people and businesses in the surrounding area.  

Keep traffic flowing on roads which are not wide 
enough for both parked vehicles & moving traffic 

In residential areas, losing parking space may be 
an issue for people trying to park near their home 

Assist child pedestrians to cross the road at 
junctions, where they may not be able to see 
over the top of cars 

In areas near shops and other businesses, 
customers using their cars may not be able to 
park easily 

 Removing parking entirely can result in higher 
vehicle speeds 

 Compliance can be low if enforcement is unlikely  

Cost  

Equipment £500 - £7,500 

Works £500 - £2,500 

Traffic Regulation Order £1000 

Total £2,000 - £11,000 

Costs above vary depending on condition of the road, drainage and level of character would be 
required. 

 

3. Parking deterrents: 

Bollards - Good deterrent, Different designs available. But... 

Can look unsightly, Can become a maintenance liability. Risk to visually impaired people. 

Cost  

Equipment £150 - £550 

Works £100 - £350 

Total £250 - £900 

 

4. Speeding: 

Vertical Speeding Treatments: Speed Humps - Speed humps have a short rounded top which is typically 

75mm high. The ramps either side are painted with white arrows to make them more obvious to motor 

vehicle drivers. The aim of the speed hump is to slow motor vehicle traffic to a safe speed, as the ramps 

become uncomfortable for vehicle drivers if they are driven over too fast. 

 



Cost  

Equipment £7000 - £12000 

Works £4500 - £7500 

Traffic Regulation Order £1000 

Road Safety Audit £1500 

Total £14000 - £22000 

Costs above are to supply and install four humps that includes associated signing and lining. Costs 
vary depending on location and condition of road surface. 

 

Vertical Speeding Treatments : Speed Tables Speed tables are a raised section of road, with a ramp on 

both sides. The ramps are painted with white arrows to make them more obvious to motor vehicle 

drivers. The aim of the speed table is to slow motor vehicle traffic to a safe speed, as the ramps become 

uncomfortable for vehicle drivers if they are driven over too fast.  

Cost Small Table Large Table 

Equipment £3,000 - £4,000 £7,000 - £10,000 

Works £1,500 - £2,500 £4,500 - £7,500 

Traffic Regulation Order £1,000 £1000 

Road Safety Audit £1,500 £1500 

Total £7,000 - £9,000 £14,000 - £20,000 

Costs above are to supply a speed table that includes associated signing and lining. Costs vary 
depending on location and condition of existing road surface. 

 

Horizontal Speeding Treatments: Road Narrowing - Road narrowing simply reduces the width of the 

road. This can be achieved through physical measures such as kerb buildouts or central islands, or the 

use of coloured surfacing or road markings. The treatment most commonly used in Cambridgeshire is 

the construction of a buildout at each side of the road.   

Cost  

Equipment £3000 - £6000 

Works £2500 - £4500 

Traffic Regulation Order £1000 

Road Safety Audit £1500 

Total £7 000 - £12 000 

Costs vary depending on location and condition of existing road surface and drainage. 

 

Horizontal Speeding Treatments: Priority Narrowing - Requires one direction of traffic to give way to 

oncoming vehicles. The narrowing consists of a build out and bollard in one half of the road or built out 

slightly from both sides, with a sign to show who has priority. For the lane without priority, there are 

Give Way markings on the approach. Groups of narrowings can be placed with alternating priority down 

a road, so that each direction of vehicle traffic may have to stop and give priority in equal measures 

Cost  

Equipment £3 000 - £6 500 

Works £1 500 - £4 000 

Traffic Regulation Order £1000 

Road Safety Audit £1500 

Total £6 000 - £12 000 



Costs vary depending on location and condition of existing road surface and drainage and size of 
feature 

 

Horizontal Speeding Treatments: Change Lane Markings - This section explains alternative use of road 

markings. These measures reduce the feeling of space drivers have, which may help to reduce their 

speeds. One technique is reducing the width of the lane for car drivers by adding an additional line 

inwards from the curb, so both lanes of drivers are moved towards the centre of the road. The space 

between the line and the curb is hatched with white lines. This technique is called ‘peripheral hatching’. 

Another technique on a two way street is removing the centre line, which is simply removing the white 

dashed line in the middle of the road. 

Cost  

Equipment £500 - £1 500 

Works £500 - £2 000 

Road Safety Audit £1500 

Total £6 000 - £12 000 

Costs vary depending on location and condition of existing road surface and amount of lining / 
removal required 

 

5. Crossings & Upgrades: 

The four major types of crossing offered by CCC  are:  

Puffin and Toucan crossings.  These are traffic signal controlled and are the most expensive to install 

and maintain. These are only considered when there is a high demand for pedestrians and/or cyclists 

to cross a busy section of road. They can't be installed within 20 meters of a junction or roundabout 

Traffic light signals must be visible to approaching vehicles. The beeping sound heard at Puffin crossings 

may cause a noise problem for any nearby houses. This scheme requires a Traffic Regulation Order and 

a Road Safety Audit  

Cost  

Equipment £20,000 - £52,000 

Works £15,000 - £30,000 

Traffic Regulation Order £1500 

Road Safety Audit £1500 

Power Connections £2000 - £5000 

Commuted Sums £35000 

Total £75,000 - £125,000 

 

Zebra crossings – these are most common and offer a cheaper alternative. There still needs to be a 

good demand for pedestrians wanting to cross the road to contribute to its safe operation. Evidence of 

the count is essential. They  must be installed in locations where vehicle users have good visibility of 

waiting pedestrians. There must be no obstacles (e.g. trees) on the pavement to block the view of 

pedestrians. The location should not have tight corners or steep hills. Can't be installed within 5 meters 

of a junction or roundabout. The pavement must be wide enough to make it clear to motor vehicle 

drivers that pedestrians are waiting at the edge of the road to cross This scheme requires a Traffic 

Regulation Order and a Road Safety Audit. 

Cost  

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/road-safety/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/road-safety/


Equipment £4000 - £10000 

Works £5,000 - £8,000 

Traffic Regulation Order £1500 

Road Safety Audit £1500 

Power Connections £2000 - £5000 

Commuted Sums £3500 - £5000 

Total £17 500 - £31,000 

 

Pedestrian Refuge Islands – these provide no control over passing traffic, but offer a safe half-way point 

and are the cheapest option when wanting to increase safety for pedestrians. They must be a minimum 

of 1.2m wide, however this is usually raised to 2m to accommodate pushchairs and wheelchairs more 

easily. Normally, road widths must be at least 4 - 4.5m either side of the refuge (if the location is on a 

bend and large motor vehicles are expected, this must be increased) Parking restrictions may need to 

be imposed on the approach and near to the refuge. Not suitable for locations with a high volume of 

crossing pedestrians or motor vehicle traffic.  

Cost  

Equipment £2,500 - £5,500 

Works £1,500 - £3,000 

Road Safety Audit £1500 

Total £5,500 - £10,000 

 

Mobility crossing points – these offer a good alternative to a crossing and allows users with mobility 

issues to cross the road more comfortably. They must be a minimum of 1.8 meters wide. Not suitable 

for locations with a high volume of crossing pedestrians or high levels of motor vehicle traffic.  

Cost  

Equipment £1000 - £2500 

Works £500 - £1500 

Road Safety Audit £1500 

Total £3000 - £5500 

 

 


